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A few mornings ago, I woke with hip pain. 
Actually, it was leg and hip. And pretty 
severe pain it was, too. It’s just an ageing 
thing I suppose. I hope so, anyway.
	 I	shuffled	to	the	bathroom	and	consulted	
the	labels	of	all	the	bottles	and	jars	of	
medicines, looking for a powerful anti-
inflammatory	pill.	Actually,	I	wanted	two	of	
them, minimum.
 Just an aside: why are the directions on 
all	the	medicine	labels	printed	so	small?	
When I was young they were easy to read, 
but	at	that	stage	I	didn’t	need	them.	Now	
that I’m older, and really do need the 
damned things (sometimes desperately), 
I can’t read the directions without trying 
on at least three pairs of glasses, and even 
then	I	have	to	hold	the	bottle	directly	under	
a	200W	spotlight	globe.	Recently	I	actually	
had	to	take	a	photo	of	a	medicine	label	
with my cellphone and then enlarge the 
picture	with	that	pinchy-fingers	gesture,	to	
get	the	writing	into	the	size	zone	readable	
by	codgers.	It’s	quite	true;	I	did	that.
 Anyway, I eventually found the right 
pills,	squinted	and	cursed	until	I	could	just	
make	out	the	dose	instructions,	doubled	
it	(because	What	the	Hell	do	They	Know?),	
and gulped them down. As I went to replace 
the	bottle	into	my	growing	arsenal	of	
prescription drugs, my attention was caught 
by	the	“Cautions”	statement	printed	in	bold	
type.	It	said,	“Take	with	food”	(I	hadn’t,	
unless a mouthful of water slurped directly 
from	the	bathroom	tap	is	food.)	And	it	also	
said,	“Do	not	operate	heavy	machinery.”
 I considered that statement. Was I 
planning	to	operate	heavy	machinery?	What	
is	heavy	machinery,	anyway?	A	forklift?	An	
excavator?	That	humongous	caterpillar	thing	
they used to drag space shuttles onto the 
launch	pad?	I	had	no	idea.	Maybe	the	bloke	
who wrote that caution still lived with his 
mother, wore home-knitted cardigans and 

parted his hair in the middle. So his idea of 
heavy	machinery	could	be	a	Vespa	scooter.	
Or an electric can opener.
	 This	caused	me	to	sit	on	the	only	
available	seat	in	the	bathroom.	Well,	to	be	
honest,	I	reckon	it	was	being	over	60	and	
nicely into my golden prostate years that 
caused	me	to	sit	there,	but	sit	I	did	and,	as	
is my normal practice in the circumstances, 
I	entered	upon	a	reflective	mood.	I	
reflected	on	how	long	this	statement	about	
not	operating	heavy	machinery	has	been	
appearing in association with our drugs, 
both	pharmaceutical	and	recreational.	For	
as	long	as	I	could	remember.	So	that’s	a	
good three weeks.
	 I’m	just	kidding	about	the	three	weeks.	
I’ve seen that same cautionary statement 
printed	on	labels	for	many,	many	years.	
And I wondered: how many people in all 
that time have intentionally elected to 
not operate heavy machinery as a result of 
seeing	it?	
	 I	can’t	speak	for	everyone:	it	would	be	
presumptuous of me to speak for ladies, for 
example. Yet I strongly suspect that they 
would	choose	in	overwhelming	numbers	to	
not operate heavy machinery whenever so 
cautioned.
	 But	I	can	speak	for	blokes,	and	with	total	
authority.	The	number	of	blokes,	in	all	of	
recorded human history, who have seen that 
cautionary statement and then immediately 
resolved to not operate heavy machinery is 
exactly nil. 
 I will go even further. I am almost certain 
that	only	two	blokes	have	ever	even	read	
the heavy machinery caution statement. 
Me,	in	that	
bathroom,	and	
that joker with the 
cardigan and his 
hair parted in the 
middle.

He Ain’t Heavy
by Paul Martin – Rainbow & Brown
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AUTUMN PRICING – BULK BUYERS 1kg PACK
A 1kg pack treats 111 hectares and costs $584.60 ($5.27/ha)

Price valid until May 2018

Boost Autumn Pasture Growth
Gibber	growth	promoter	is	a	great	way	to	
maximize feed for autumn demand, and for 
going into winter.
A	single	treatment	with	Gibber	can	produce	
the	equivalent	of	around	250kg/Ha	extra	dry	
matter	(DM)	production.	
Gibber900	is	sprayed	onto	the	pasture	1-3	
days	after	hard	grazing.	The	boost	in	growth	
becomes	visibly	evident	after	just	7-10	days,	

and	the	boost	accelerates	to	its	maximum	
effect	at	about	21	days.	
You	can	apply	Gibber	to	a	paddock	for	several	
rotations in a row, with no fall-off in the 
growth-boosting	effect.	
Application	can	be	done	with	any	boom	or	
rosette	spray,	at	the	rate	of	just	9g	Gibber900	
in	about	100L	per	hectare,	with	25ml	
SprayWetter penetrant added. 

Credence 1000 Starter Packs
Keeping your farm water safe

We had a huge response to the article in the last newsletter 
about	using	Credence	1000	MPI	approved	tablets	for	keeping	
your farm water safe, many of you didn’t want to commit to 
the	normal	60	tablet	pack	and	wanted	to	try	the	product	to	
maybe	just	clear	up	some	troughs	or	as	a	general	dairy	shed	
sanitiser.

So we developed a starter or trial pack 
of	5	tablets	packed	inside	an	informative	
brochure.	

Try now for only $13.00
Price includes GST and delivery if shipped 
with other goods as long as the total 
order is over $115. Otherwise a small 
courier cost of $4.50 non-rural or $9.50 
to RD addresses will apply
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GrassMate
Calculating Knapsack rates  
from Boom Spray rates

A	common	question	and	area	of	confusion	
is	converting	what	might	be	a	boom	spray	
rate	in	litres/hectare	to	a	knapsack	rate	
when you want to spray smaller areas 
like lawns.

The	common	one	is	GrassMate	which	you	
might	be	using	on	your	pasture	or	on	
Gorse	but	you	want	to	take	advantage	
of	GrassMate’s	ability	to	knock	off	those	
pesky	lawn	broadleaf	weeds	without	
knocking	back	your	lawn.

The recommended rate for applying 
GrassMate to pasture, lawns, golf 
courses and the like is 2L/ha

Assuming you don’t have a hectare 
of lawn, you’ll want a more relevant 
conversion of that rate for a hand sprayer 
or	knapsack.	So	for	an	area	of	10	metres	
x	10	metres	(i.e.	100	square	metres),	
you’ll	need	to	apply	20ml	of	GrassMate,	
in	sufficient	water	to	achieve	visually	
damp	leaves,	but	not	to	the	point	of	
excessive runoff. 

Everyone’s handgun sprayers are 
different	and	everyone’s	idea	of	“visibly	
damp”	is	different	so	do	a	test	spray	with	
just water to see what area you’ll cover 
with	your	sprayer	if	you	go	for	visible	
dampness	but	not	runoff.	Then	you’ll	be	
able	to	work	out	how	much	GrassMate	to	
add	to	your	sprayer,	based	on	20ml	per	
100	square	metres.

The calculations are:

2L/ha = 2,000ml per 10,000m2

1002 = 10,000m2 divided by 100

So 2,000ml is then also divided by 100. 
(2,000ml / 100 = 20ml).

Another	example.	If	you	have	a	15L	
sprayer and you test spray with water an 
area	of	20m	x	15m	or	300	square	meters.	

Then	you	would	add	60ml	to	your	15	litre	
sprayer	to	achieve	the	desired	2L/ha	
rate.

Once you have worked out what coverage 
you get from your sprayer and method 
of spraying and then know exactly how 
much	GrassMate	to	add,	then	you	can	
safely spot spray just the lawn areas with 
weeds, or spray the whole lawn so you 
don’t miss anything.

With Grassmate and lawns a few points 
to note:

Do	not	spray	lawns	that	are	less	than	1	
years old.

GrassMate	will	kill	or	severely	knock	
back	clover	and	Kikuyu	so	if	you	have	
these species in your lawn and don’t 
want to harm them, you shouldn’t use 
GrassMate.

Don’t	be	tempted	to	make	the	
mix too strong in order to try and 
avoid respraying. It will still regrow 
anyway and too much at once may 
well cause unintended grass damage 
depending on your lawn grass species. 
This	rule	of	thumb	generally	applies	
to	all	herbicides.	Use	them	at	the	
recommended rates.

Spray at times of good weed and lawn 
growth.	If	the	lawn	is	stressed	by	
being	waterlogged,	too	dry	and	not	
growing optimally, you can also knock 
back	the	lawn	or	pasture,	even	at	the	
recommended rates.

Try	on	a	small	area	first	to	make	
sure your lawn grass species are not 
damaged.

ALWAYS	read	the	label	and	directions	
information	provided.	They	are	there	
to help.



CALL TOLL-FREE ON (0508) 299 299. Prices include GST. Free delivery for orders over $115 incl GST.

Wetter quality is not 
in the brand name

There	is	often	a	perception	that	the	brand	leader	or	the	first	product	in	
the	market	is	the	best.	This	is	frequently	not	true.	Brand	label	and	brand	
fever are real, and major corporates spend millions every year to promote 
their	brands	so	you’ll	think	theirs	is	the	best.

Not	always	true.	Back	in	October	we	commission	and	independent	
laboratory	to	runs	some	comparative	tests	on	wetters.	They	were	
provided	with	a	leading	brand	name	product	in	NZ	together	with	our	
Airwet	LF	and	Superwetter	to	compare	droplet	spreading.

The	results	were	quite	surprising	and	the	graph	below	tells	it	all.

Figure 1 - Comparative droplet spreading (mm2) on waxy cabbage seedling leaves

What	more	is	there	to	be	said?	Rainbow	&	Brown’s	Airwet	LF	and	
Superwetter	are	every	bit	as	good	at	spreading	as	a	leading	brand	
product.	And	probably	a	lot	cheaper!!!
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Seaweed Extract Flake
Why it works

Date of Manufacture:

Extract Flake

Distributed by Rainbow & Brown Ltd 68A Tallyho Street, Rotorua Ph 0508 299 299 toll-freeWebsite: www.rainbowbrown.co.nz   

Contents 2kg

DIRECTIONS FOR USE
This product is fully water-soluble and is easy to spray using all common spray equipment types.

Apply 3-4 times per year to maintain optimum soil microbial activity.
Boom or Rosette
300-500g of Seaweed Treat Extract Flake per hectare in 100-200 litres of water.

Hand Gun (for smaller areas)5-10g per 100 square metres in about 5 litres of water
This product is non-hazardous. Store in a cool dry place, in an airtight container.
Conditions of SaleThis product is warranted by Rainbow & Brown Limited to conform to the description and content specified on 

the label, and to be fit for the purposes stated in the directions if used in accordance with the directions. The user 

bears all risks of damage or failure resulting from factors beyond the control of Rainbow & Brown. Rainbow & 

Brown declines all liability for any damages resulting from the improper use of this product.

A natural bio-activator to stimulate optimum microbial 
activity in the soil, which helps break down organic 
matter and make it more readily available to plants.Suitable for pasture, crops and horticulture.Contains concentrated extract of the seaweed species 
Ascophyllum nodosum in the form of a water-soluble flake.

I	recently	read	an	article	on	Agribusinessglobal.com	by	Russel	
Sharp	that	explains	at	a	more	scientific	level	what	makes	
Seaweed extracts effective even at relatively small application 
rates.
Although	many	of	you	that	are	using	the	Rainbow	&	Brown	
Seaweed	Treat	know	first-hand	the	benefits	of	seaweed,	I	always	
did	wonder	how	it	could	be	so	effective.	Especially	when	you	
think	of	the	quantities	of	traditional	fertilisers	that	need	to	be	
applied.
Russell	has	explained	this	with	lots	of	science,	but	I	will	attempt	
to simplify.
For	thousands	of	years	in	many	coastal	areas,	raw	seaweed	
has	been	used	to	improve	farming	systems	productivity.	In	the	
2nd	half	of	the	20th	century	the	use	of	liquid	seaweed	became	
globally	more	widespread.	Farmers	using	seaweed	extracts	
reported	positive	results	on	crop	quality	and	yield	but	as	the	
cynics	pointed	out	these	results	could	not	simple	be	correlated	
to the seaweed extract’s elemental nutrient content. As a 
result,	it	has	taken	time	for	the	scientific	explanation	for	this	
phenomena to catch up.
Due	to	science’s	clearer	understanding	of	algal	biochemistry	and	
the	relevant	modes	of	action,	seaweed	is	not	considered	to	be	
a	fertiliser	but	are	classified	in	the	rapidly	developing	sector	of	
biostimulants.	
Most	of	the	effective	seaweed	extracts	used	in	agriculture	as	
biostimulants	are	extracted	from	species	of	brown	algae	and	
most	notably	the	species	Ascophyllum	nodosum	(knotted	wrack).	
Rainbow	&	Brown’s	Seaweed	Treat	extract	is	no	different	and	
the cold-water harvested Ascophyllum nodosum is considered to 
be	the	premium	seaweed	internationally.
The	stressful	conditions	of	UV	light,	temperature	variations,	
repeated exposure to desiccation and a slower growth rate 
combine	to	create	higher	concentrations	of	bioactive	compounds	
in	Ascophyllum	nodosum.	Compare	this	to	tropical	species	of	
kelps	that	grow	out	at	sea.	These	produce	higher	levels	of	
cellulose	which	has	no	benefit	at	all	for	plant	growth.
Plant	hormones	or	analogues
It is known that Ascophyllum nodosum contains plant hormones 
and when seaweed extracts are applied to plants the crop 
exhibits	similar	responses	to	when	purified/synthetic	plant	
hormones	are	applied.	However,	it	is	questionable	whether	
these responses are actually due to plant hormones themselves. 
Instead, the current accepted position is that seaweed extracts 
contain	plant	hormone	analogues.	These	analogues	have	a	
different	chemical	structure	to	the	hormone,	but	induce	a	
similar	response	when	applied	to	the	plant.	This	results	in	
positive	growth	responses	similar	to	the	action	of	cytokinin	and/
or auxin.

Algal polysaccharides, monosaccharides and  
sugar-alcohols
The	principal	components	of	brown	seaweeds	is	alginates,	
fucans	and	laminarin.	These	have	been	found	to	induce	positive	
responses when applied to crops and are linked to plant defence 
mechanisms activating jasmonic acid, salicylic acid and ethylene 
signalling pathways.

Alginates (alginic acid)
In	agriculture,	alginates	are	thought	to	act	as	a	protective	film	
and	also	as	a	feed	and	nutrient	source	for	beneficial	microbes.	

Mannitol
Mannitol	is	a	multifunctional	compound	and	has	three	main	
areas of activity:
1.	Antioxidant.	Mannitol	is	able	to	“mop	up”	the	reactive	oxygen	

species	(ROS)	that	create	the	free	radicals	that	damage	plant	
tissues.	These	are	produced	when	plants	are	under	stress	
so seaweed extract is a good choice in stressful growing 
conditions.

2.	Mannitol	is	able	to	form	a	complex	with	boron	atoms,	
effectively chelating this important plant nutrient.

3.	Signalling	in	fungal	attack.	Pathogenic	fungi	also	use	mannitol	
to	quench	ROS	(reactive	oxygen	species)	when	attacking	a	
plant. As a result, seaweed is not recommended for plants 
suffering from fungal attack

Fucans
Unfortunately,	there	is	a	scarcity	of	studies	on	how	fucans	
function	when	applied	to	plants.	However,	their	use	and	effects	
on	animals	and	human	is	far	better	studied.

Vitamins and minerals
• Iodine - It is well known that seaweed is a good source of 

iodine. As is the case for fucans, the function of iodine in 
human/animal	health	is	far	better	understood	and	as	most	
of	you	will	know	Iodine	is	regarded	as	being	beneficial	in	the	
prevention of facial eczema in cows.

•	 Vitamin	B12	(cobalamin)
•	 Vitamin-B12-Chemical-Structure	-	If	you	study	vitamin	B12’s	

chemical structure, you will see it is a natural chelator of 
cobalt.		

All of the polysaccharides, minerals, vitamins, alginates and 
plant	hormone	analogues	combine	to	make	Rainbow	&	Brown’s	
Seaweed	Extract	flake	a	great	addition	for	pasture	and	crop	use	
and also as a tonic or supplement for stock.
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Thistles & Ragwort
Some Autumn and Winter jobs

A	lot	of	weeds	have	to	be	sprayed	in	spring	but	having	a	crack	at	Thistles	and	Ragwort	
over	Autumn	and	Winter	can	help	make	the	less	busy	times	more	productive	–	that	is	if	
there	truly	is	a	less	busy	time!!!

Thistles
Autumn & Winter: 
• Germinating Thistles and Seedlings
	 Hit	them	in	late	autumn	or	early	winter	with	2,	4-D	granules.		 	 	
Boom	spray	at	the	following	rates;
	 o	 1-1.5kg/ha	for	seedlings.
	 o	 1.5-2kg/ha	for	small	rosettes	(up	to	about	15cm	diameter).
• Larger plants
	 For	rosettes	larger	than	15cm,	still	use	1.5-2kg/ha	of	2,	4-D	but	add	Cobber	

herbicide	at	200ml/ha.
 And of course you can spot spray these larger plants anytime with:
	 o	 Grassmate	at	6ml/L	or	
	 o	 Cobber	at	25ml/10L	(requires	an	approved	handlers	certificate),	or

 o Buckshot granules as a dry spot treatment.
Don’t	forget	Buckshot	is	great	to	have	on	your	bike.	Just	crush	the	plant	with	your	boot	
a	bit	and	sprinkle	the	granules	around	the	base.

Ragwort
Autumn: 
Spot	treat	all	erect	and	multi-crown	ragwort	plants.	Use	Grassmate	or	MSF600	for	spot	
spraying, and BuckShot for dry spot treatment.
Winter: 
Boom	spray	ragwort	seedlings	and	small	rosettes	with	2,4-D	granules	at	2kg/ha,	or	3kg/
ha if the rosettes are larger.

Silage Treat RB274	is	a	bacterial	inoculant	designed	to	
maximise	the	quality	of	silage	made	from	pasture	and	
forage crops.
It contains two of the highest-performing strains of live 
lactic	acid	producing	bacteria,	which	quickly	lowers	the	
silage	pH	level.	This	results	in	improved	conservation	
of plant sugars, and reduced degradation of protein 
content.
That	adds	up	to	silage	that	is	more	nutritious,	more	
palatable,	and	that	can	retain	its	quality	for	longer	in	

storage, even in adverse 
climate conditions.
Each	50g	sachet	of	Silage	Treat	RB274	
soluble	granules	treats	50	tonnes	of	silage,	and	can	be	
applied using either proprietary silage inoculant spray 
units, or conventional handgun spray setups.
Contains	a	minimum	of	one	hundred	billion	(1	x	1011) 
colony-forming	units	per	gram,	of	the	live	bacterial	
strains Lactobacillus plantarum and Enterococcus 
faecium.

250g pack (contains 5 x 50g sachets) treats 250 tonnes of silage
$295 incl GST and delivery

LATE MAIZE SEASONIf you still haven’t ensiled your maize, grab some now!!



WEED FILE:

HOLLYTOLL-FREE CALL
0508 299 299

Holly – Ilex aquifolium

Chinese Holly – Ilex cornuta

INTRODUCTION
Bringing back memories of childhood 
Christmas’s Holly wouldn’t be 
considered by most to be a weed but 
as it encroaches more and more onto 
farmland it is becoming increasingly 
more of a problem especially in some 
areas. 

DESCRIPTION
Pretty easy to recognise with glossy, 
prickly leaves and the traditional red 
berries, this evergreen can grow up to 
12 metres.

Holly is dioecious, which means 
the male and female fl owers are on 
separate plants. The leaves are 5-8cm 
long with large prominent prickles. 
Berries are bright red and 6-10mm in 
diameter.

Chinese Holly has leaves that are 
almost rectangular in shape and is 
much less common.

HABITAT AND 
DISTRIBUTION
Originating in Europe, Northwest Africa 
and Western Asia Holly is traditionally 
found in scrubland, hedgerows and 
forest, Holly is easily dispersed by 
birds and is starting to encroach on 
bordering farmland.

In the North Island Holly can be found 
in Auckland, Waikato, Horowhenua 
and the Hutt Valley in Wellington. In 
the South Island Holly is common 
in lowland Canterbury including 
Christchurch, Dunedin and the Otago 
peninsula, Nelson and inland from 
Kaikoura.

HERBICIDE CONTROL

Sadly there is no easy spray-
programme for getting rid of 
Holly. Like most woody or “tree-
like”weeds control is quite labour 
intensive.

Manual Control

At any time of the year pull out 
smaller plants and seedlings by 
hand.

Stump Swabbing

Anytime of the year you can cut 
the stem close to the ground and 
remove the cut foliage and stems 
for disposal at a refuse transfer 
station. The fresh-cut stump must 
be liberally swabbed with one of the 
following:

• Grassmate at 200ml/L of water.

• Glyphosate 360 at 200ml/L of 
water.

Bore & Fill

In Spring and summer you can bore 
holes around the base of the trunk 
about 5-10cm apart and put into the 
holes about 1.5-2ml of undiluted 
Grassmate.

Frilling

Using a sharp axe or chisel make 
deep cuts into the sapwood about 
every 5cm. Treat with undiluted 
Grassmate or Glyphosate.

IMPORTANT: If you are hand-pulling 
smaller plants make sure you are 
confi dent that you have got all the 
roots as these will re-sprout.

The library of Rainbow & Brown Weed Files now covers over 
70 common problem weeds. You can read or download all of 
these Weed Files at our website. Click the “Weed Files” tab 

at the top of any page for the alphabetical list of titles.

www.rainbowbrown.co.nz



WEED FILE:

DAISYTOLL-FREE CALL
0508 299 299

Daisy – Bellis perennis

DESCRIPTION

The daisy is a very familiar plant to those who 
are prepared to admit to having made them into 
daisy chains as a child, and to those who did it 
but won’t admit it now.

It’s a low growing perennial plant that grows 
in a rosette form. The leaves are dark green, 
spoon-shaped, and grow to about 60mm long 
by 20mm wide at the broadest point, blunt at 
the outer end and narrowing at the inner to 
form a broad stalk. 

The fl owers are of course the most easily 
recognised feature, and appear on unbranched, 
leafl ess fl ower stalks. There are many narrow 
white fl orets encircling the bright disc fl oret in 
the centre. 

The daisy often appears in clumps of several 
rosettes located together which, if carefully dug 
up, will generally prove to be connected by a 
system of short rhizomes.

The preferred habitat is in short grassed areas 
where its very low, fl at physical confi guration 
does not put it at a disadvantage due to being 
overhung by taller species. It prefers moist soil 
and does well in shaded areas.

Daisies are very common in lawns and 
recreational turf areas, and in most regions of 
New Zealand do not create a serious problem in 
pastures because they rarely achieve a presence 
suffi cient to have any effect on pasture 
production. However, once the daisy does 
achieve about 30% occupation of available area 
pasture quality is measurably reduced, and the 
daisy does aggressively increase to this level of 
pasture invasion in Otago and Southland.

Stock generally do not eat the daisy when 
grazing. It is also not susceptible to the porina 
caterpillar, and daisies are often the last man 
standing in a pasture seriously affected by that 
pest.

PASTURE MANAGEMENT

In longer pastures (e.g. typical dairying pasture) 
the height of the pasture species will minimise 
the presence of daisies. Shorter sheep pastures, 

HERBICIDE CONTROL

Complete eradication of daisies in pasture 
with a single application of any treatment 
is practically impossible. However, it is 
possible to reduce the population by more 
than 90%, which can give the pastures 
species ascendancy again. There will 
always be some survivors and some 
regrowth, probably because of the nature 
of the subterranean rhizome system, but 
subsequent treatments will progressively 
further reduce this ‘miss’ rate.

Spot Spraying

• GrassMate at 6m/L applied anytime. 
Grass friendly (when applied at 
20ml/100m2), but will suppress clover. 

• Glyphosate 360g/L applied at 1L per 100L 
water, plus 100ml SprayWetter penetrant. 
If using Glyphosate 450g/L use 800ml 
per 100L water. This option is not grass 
friendly.

Boom Spraying

• 2,4-D is a little more effective than MCPA. 
Paraquat is also used at low rates.

• GrassMate applied at 2L/Ha is effective 
and is often used in turf situations, 
because it is grass-friendly but not clover 
friendly.

• Cobber herbicide used at 1L/Ha is 
effective and grass-friendly, but will 
severely damage clover.

Note that both GrassMate and Cobber 
can be applied with less clover damage if 
sprayed immediately after hard grazing, 
when the amount of clover leaf present is 
minimal but the daisies are still prominently 
present.

especially in the lower half of the South Island, 
are more susceptible to unacceptable invasion. 
However, because trials have demonstrated that 
pasture production does not suffer signifi cantly 
until daisy presence reaches about 30% cover, 
there is limited justifi cation for control spraying 
before that point.

REVISED: APRIL 2018

The library of Rainbow & Brown Weed Files now covers over 
70 common problem weeds. You can read or download all of 
these Weed Files at our website. Click the “Weed Files” tab 

at the top of any page for the alphabetical list of titles.

www.rainbowbrown.co.nz



CALL TOLL-FREE ON (0508) 299 299. Prices include GST. Free delivery for orders over $115 incl GST.

GRANNY 800g/kg GLYPHOSATE AS THE MONOAMMONIUM SALT ACVM No 7499

Non-selective herbicide for spraying out pasture, and 
general weed control.

2.25kg ..................................$55.00
4.5kg ....................................$78.20
9kg .....................................$120.75

GLYPHOSATE 360 360g/L GLYPHOSATE AS THE ISOPROPYLAMINE SALT ACVM No P5441

Non-selective herbicide for spraying out pasture, and 
general weed control.

5L..........................................$49.45
10L........................................$82.80
20L......................................$124.20
200L..................................$1046.50

MSF600 Gorse & Brush Spray 600g/kg METSULFURON-METHYL ACVM No P7027

For control of gorse and other scrub weeds in pasture, 
waste areas and forestry.

200g .....................................$31.05
500g .....................................$46.00
1kg .......................................$78.20
10kg ctn (5 x 2kg bags) .........$552.00
30kg+ ..................... Call for quote

GRASSMATE 300g/L TRICLOPYR AS THE BUTOXYETHYL ESTER plus 100g/L PICLORAM AS THE AMINE SALT in the form of an emulsifiable conc. ACVM No P7417

For control of brushweeds, broadleaf and erect weeds 
in pasture.

2L..........................................$80.00
5L........................................$165.00
10L......................................$297.00
20L......................................$495.00
100L..................................$2375.00

MCPA 750 750g/L MCPA AS THE DIMETHYLAMINE SALT ACVM No P8173

For control of thistles and other broadleaf weeds in 
pasture and cereals.

5L ........................................ $75.90
10L .................................... $132.25
20L .................................... $241.50
200L ................................ $2277.00

2,4-D GRANULES 800g/kg 2,4-D dimethylamine salt as WATER SOLUBLE GRANULES  ACVM No 8924

For control of broadleaf weeds in pasture and cereals 10kg carton (5 x 2kg bags) 
............................................$138.00

COBBER 300g/L CLOPYRALID as the amine salt.  ACVM No P7790

For control of hard-to-kill and multi-crown thistles in 
pasture.
(Approved Handler certificate required)

2L........................................$149.50
5L........................................$276.00
10L......................................$529.00
20L......................................$977.50

GIBBER 900 900g/kg GIBBERELLIC ACID ACVM No P8002

Growth promoter to boost pasture production in cool 
weather feed shortage conditions.

45g .......................................$42.55
270g ...................................$198.95

For full details on Rainbow & Brown products, including labels,  
directions for use, and safety literature, go to www.rainbowbrown.co.nz



CALL TOLL-FREE ON (0508) 299 299. Prices include GST. Free delivery for orders over $115 incl GST.

BUCKSHOT 20g/kg PICLORAM GRANULES ACVM No 7717

For direct spot application dry granule treatment of 
broadleaf, erect and brush weeds.

5kg .......................................$82.80
10kg ...................................$149.50
20kg ...................................$241.50

DECISION 800g/kg FLUMETSULAM IN A WATER DISPERSIBLE GRANULE ACVM No P8368

Control broadleaf weeds in new and established 
pasture, lucerne, chicory, clover and maize.

200g ...................................$110.40
500g ...................................$235.75

GA200 200g/L GLUFOSINATE-AMMONIUM IN THE FORM OF A SOLUBLE CONCENTRATE ACVM No P9422

Controls grasses, weeds and clovers, especially in 
orchards and vineyards.

5L........................................$120.75
10L......................................$224.25
20L......................................$368.00

RANGER 750g/kg THIFENSULFURON-METHYL GRANULES ACVM No 7668

For control of docks and buttercups in pasture and 
cereal crops.

100g .....................................$74.75
1kg .....................................$684.25

TRICLO 600g/L TRICLOPYR AS THE BUTOXYETHYL ESTER ACVM No P7189

For control of brushweeds, broadleaf and erect weeds 
in pasture.

2L..........................................$82.00
5L........................................$165.00
10L......................................$295.00
20L......................................$485.00

AIRWET LF 100% ORGANOSILICONE WETTER-PENETRANT

Low foam formulation optimised for aerial spraying 20L......................................$494.50
1000L...................... Call for quote

SUPERWETTER 100% ORGANOSILICONE WETTER-PENETRANT

Boost spray performance on woody & hard-to-kill 
species

2L..........................................$63.25
5L........................................$138.00
20L......................................$454.25

SPRAYWETTER 100% NON-IONIC SURFACTANT WETTER-PENETRANT

Maximises herbicide performance in all situations 5L..........................................$72.45
10L......................................$120.75
20L......................................$224.25

CREDENCE 1000
Stabilised chlorine in a soluble tablet, for water 
treatment and farm equipment cleaning and sanitizing

Starter pack – 5 tabs .............$13
Tub of 60 tabs ........................$110

For full details on Rainbow & Brown products, including labels,  
directions for use, and safety literature, go to www.rainbowbrown.co.nz



CALL TOLL-FREE ON (0508) 299 299. Prices include GST. Free delivery for orders over $115 incl GST.

SHOOAWAY
Chemical-free fly repellent device that really works, 
indoors or out.

$29.95 each if ordered 
separately
$24.95 each if ordered with 
other R&B products

SEAWEED TREAT EXTRACT FLAKE

Date of Manufacture:

Extract Flake

Distributed by Rainbow & Brown Ltd 
68A Tallyho Street, Rotorua 

Ph 0508 299 299 toll-free
Website: www.rainbowbrown.co.nz   Contents 2kg

DIRECTIONS FOR USE
This product is fully water-soluble and is easy to spray using all common spray equipment types.
Apply 3-4 times per year to maintain optimum soil microbial activity.
Boom or Rosette
300-500g of Seaweed Treat Extract Flake per hectare in 100-200 litres of water.
Hand Gun (for smaller areas)
5-10g per 100 square metres in about 5 litres of water
This product is non-hazardous. Store in a cool dry place, in an airtight container.

Conditions of Sale
This product is warranted by Rainbow & Brown Limited to conform to the description and content specified on 
the label, and to be fit for the purposes stated in the directions if used in accordance with the directions. The user 
bears all risks of damage or failure resulting from factors beyond the control of Rainbow & Brown. Rainbow & 
Brown declines all liability for any damages resulting from the improper use of this product.

A natural bio-activator to stimulate optimum microbial 
activity in the soil, which helps break down organic 
matter and make it more readily available to plants.

Suitable for pasture, crops and horticulture.

Contains concentrated extract of the seaweed species 
Ascophyllum nodosum in the form of a water-soluble flake.

Water-soluble concentrated extract made from the 
species Ascophyllum nodosum grown in the North 
Atlantic ocean. Spray pasture and crops to boost 
growth.

6kg (ctn of 3 x 2kg bags) 
.................................................$140

SEAWEED TREAT LIQUID KELP

Date of Manufacture:

Liquid Kelp
A natural and concentrated biostimulant that provides 
several benefits in biological, sustainable agriculture.

• Frost protection • Root stimulation
• Improved flowering and fruit set • Stress resistance

Suitable for pasture, crops and horticulture, for application via both soil and foliage.

Distributed by Rainbow & Brown Ltd 
68A Tallyho Street, Rotorua 

Ph 0508 299 299 toll-free
Website: www.rainbowbrown.co.nz   Contents 5L

Concentrated liquid kelp for spraying on pasture, 
crops and horticulture to boost growth naturally

5L..........................................$63.25
20L......................................$195.50

SILAGE TREAT INOCULANT

RB274
A bacterial inoculant to maximise the quality of 

silage made from pasture and forage crops.

Contains a minimum of 1x1011 cfu/gm of the live bacterial strains
Lactobacillus plantarum and Enterococcus faecium.

DIRECTIONS FOR USE
PreMix
Each 50g sachet treats 50 tonnes of silage. 
Pour the contents of sachet into a clean 
plastic 1–2L bottle. Fill to ½ level with clean 
water, cap and shake vigorously. Add more 
water to full level, cap and shake again to 
ensure product is completely dissolved.

Application by proprietary silage inoculant 
applicator system
Pour contents of premix bottle into applicator 
container and proceed as per the applicator 
system instructions for use.

Application by Handgun spray unit
Pour contents of premix bottle to spray tank 
and uniformly apply at least 500ml of spray 

solution per tonne of silage. Do not keep 
tank mix beyond day of mixing. Use spray 
pressures below 200kPa.

This product is non-hazardous. Store in a cool 
dry place, in an airtight container.

Conditions of Sale
This product is warranted by Rainbow & Brown 
Limited to conform to the description and content 
specified on the label, and to be fit for the purposes 
stated in the directions if used in accordance with 
the directions. The user bears all risks of damage 
or failure resulting from factors beyond the control 
of Rainbow & Brown. Rainbow & Brown declines 
all liability for any damages resulting from the 
improper use of this product.

Date of Manufacture: Distributed by Rainbow & Brown Ltd 
68A Tallyho Street, Rotorua 

Ph 0508 299 299 toll-free
Website: www.rainbowbrown.co.nz   

Contents 50g

Concentrated live bacterial inoculant to maximize 
silage quality

250g pack (treats 250 tonnes of 

silage)  .................................$295.00

BIO TREAT N
Source of nitrogen-producing Azotobacter bacteria 
for natural nitrogen production in soil.
Apply per hectare: 100ml BioTreat N + 1L BioTreat 
Digester + 20L BioTreat Humate

200ml ...................................$36.90
500ml ...................................$74.75
1Lt ......................................$126.50

BIO TREAT DIGESTER
Pseudomonas bacteria to remove pathogens & digest 
organic soil litter. Enables Bio Treat N bacteria to 
colonise.
Apply per hectare: 100ml BioTreat N + 1L BioTreat 
Digester + 20L BioTreat Humate

1Lt ........................................$20.70
5Lt ........................................$74.75
20Lt ....................................$276.00

BIO TREAT HUMATE
Comprises humic and fulvic acids plus carbon-rich 
ancient organic matter from which these powerful 
natural acids are derived.
Apply per hectare: 100ml BioTreat N + 1L BioTreat 
Digester + 20L BioTreat Humate

20Lt ......................................$92.00

FLY-AX
Granular bait that is highly attractive to many species 
of flies including house flies, blow flies, biting, 
nuisance and bot flies. Flies feeding on the bait are 
quickly killed either by ingestion or contact.

400g ..........................................$46

For full details on Rainbow & Brown products, including labels,  
directions for use, and safety literature, go to www.rainbowbrown.co.nz
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• Rainbow & Brown
Rainbow & Brown Ltd is a privately-owned NZ company. 
Our factory and office is in Rotorua. We’re now in our 
17th year of operation, and have been growing strongly 
every year. We have customers all over New Zealand, 
including farmers, horticulturalists, spray contractors, 
nurseries, commercial and private gardeners, and many 
other businesses. Our products are sold direct, which is 
why our prices are so attractive … it is effectively the 
“wholesale” price, direct from the manufacturer.

• People
The directors of Rainbow & Brown have been involved in 
the NZ agricultural chemicals business for over 20 years. 
They’re actively involved in the day-to-day running and 
building of the business. If you phone us, your most likely 
contact will be Rachael, our office manager (and the real 
heart of the company!). If you call in to see us, you’ll also 
meet Clinton, the factory manager. 

• Ordering
You can order anytime by phone, online at 
rainbowbrown.co.nz, or by fax, e-mail or by letter. If 
you call on the freephone number, you may at times get 
an answering machine. That means we’re already on 
the phone, or doing something else. Or it may be after 
office hours (see below). Please just leave your name 
and number, and we’ll soon call you back. Or if we’ve 
already got all your details, just leave your order (with 
your name and phone number) on the machine.

• Delivery
We send your order within 24 hours. Delivery will usually 
take between 1 and 4 days. If it hasn’t arrived after that 
time, call us immediately so we can track it down for you. 
Delivery of orders of 60 litres or less will normally be to 
your door, including rural delivery addresses. However, 
delivery of larger orders may be to the nearby freight depot 
or drop-off point we will arrange with you when you place 
your order. 

• Factory & Office Hours
If you want to collect your order from our Rotorua factory, 
you’re welcome. It’s at 68A Tallyho Street. Open hours are 
8.30 to 4.30, Monday to Friday.

• Payment
We’ll send your invoice with the product, or email it if 
you prefer. Payment is due on 20th following month, 
and you can send a cheque or use direct payment to 
a/c No: 123155-0066374-00. The bank account number is 
also on both your invoice and your statement. We send 
statements out in the first week of each month. 

• Referral Rewards
Word-of-mouth is the best advertising, so if you 
recommend us to someone who then becomes a new 
Rainbow & Brown customer and mentions your name, 
we’ll thank you with a $10 discount off each different 
product in your next order. So if you order four different 
items, you now get a $40 discount (previously $10).
SMALL PRINT: The discount doesn’t apply to products on special.

• Website
Check out our website for full details and labels of all 
our products, plus Safety Data Sheets, and a small 
library of useful reference articles. You can also 
download from the free Weed Files library. 
It’s at www.rainbowbrown.co.nz

• Approved Handler Certificates  
 (EPA)
You do NOT need an Approved Handler certificate to 
purchase any current Rainbow & Brown product except 
for Cobber herbicide. To apply MSF600, GrassMate, 
MCPA, Ranger or Triclo in a “wide dispersive manner” 
(i.e. by boom spray), or apply it commercially (i.e. you’re 
a contractor), or over water (i.e. you’re a dickhead), you 
DO need an Approved Handler certificate to apply it, but 
you DO NOT need a certificate to buy it. You need an 
Approved Handler certificate to buy Cobber herbicide or 
to apply it in any circumstances.


