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I recently had a milestone birthday and, unlike 
me, put my hands deep in my pockets and put 
on a bit of a do. Apart from the family and local 
friends I decided that there are many older 
friends with whom I had either lost touch or only 
have contact with every year or two. So what 
better time to catch up than a party – so they 
went on the list.

Much to my surprise and delight many of 
them travelled from far and wide to help me 
celebrate. We all had a great night and the only 
disappointment was that I didn’t get as much 
time with everyone as I would have liked.

It did get me thinking though about friends and 
mateship. 

According to Merriam Webster dictionary (sadly 
the online version as who actually looks up words 
in a real dictionary these days) the definitions of 
the word “mate” are:

mate 
noun (2)
• ASSOCIATE, COMPANION
• an assistant to a more skilled worker : HELPER
• FRIEND, BUDDY —often used as a familiar form 

of address
• MATCH, PEER
• a deck officer on a merchant ship ranking 

below the captain
• one of a pair: such as

o either member of a couple and especially a 
married couple

o either member of a breeding pair of animals
o either of two matched objects

It is also a verb but let’s keep it simple. The 
original derivation of the word is 14th Century 
Germanic where the word meant “comrade”. 
Obviously not a strict translation as Mate Helen 
rather than Comrade Helen just doesn’t sound 
right.

The Aussies tend to use the word much more so 
than us Kiwi’s and some of us, me included, will 
sometimes cringe when addressed as “mate” by 

someone we have just met. I think the reason 
for this is we tend to reserve and use the term 
for genuine friends as in “he’s a mate of mine” 
or she’s a good mate” Thank god the PC brigade 
haven’t yet got a hold of this word and tried to 
gender neutralise it. Everyone knows you can 
have he mates and she mates. That’s why the 
word is so versatile.

The Aussies though use it for everything.

As a question - “What do you reckon, mate?”

As an exclamation expressing disbelief – 
“Maaattttee”

As praise – “good on ya mate” or “good job 
mate”

As a greeting “Gidday mate” as a farewell 
“Catch ya later mate”

So, what is a real mate? Is it someone that 
you talk to every day or see every week? Is it 
someone that you only catch up with once every 
10 years? I think it is all of these and more. 
Excuse the blatant stereotypes, and I apologise 
in advance to those that don’t fit the stereotype 
but generally blokes are pretty useless at 
keeping in touch with their mates. Especially 
if they live in another city or another country. 
Women tend to keep in touch with their mates 
much better than us blokes. That said a ‘long 
time between drinks’ doesn’t reduce or diminish 
the mateship. The shared memories of fun times 
is still there. The desire to help if something 
goes horribly wrong is still there. With a true 
mate you can go and have a beer with them, 
having not seen them for 20 years and chat as 
comfortably as though you only saw them last 
week. As we get older we wonder where the 
years have disappeared to and the memories of 
times spent with your mates 10 , 20 or 30 years 
ago seem like yesterday.

So as we have entered a new year I had made a 
New Year’s resolution to try and keep in touch 
with my mates more regularly.

Have a great 2019 Mate!!!

Mateship
by Shayne McNamara, Director, Rainbow & Brown
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Yes – your eyes are not deceiving you. Providing 
you ask when ordering every customer that 
orders more than $250+GST worth of product will 
get a free 5litre of Liquid Kelp. 

Great for pasture, crops or even the home garden 
liquid kelp seaweed is full of amino acids and trace 
minerals that are a great tonic and boost for plants 
and pasture.

Why are we giving this away? We started selling 
liquid and flake seaweed and we have found that 
more people are going for the flake. Apart from that 
the flake takes up less room in the warehouse and is 
cheaper and easier to freight so we have decided to 
focus on the extract flake going forward so we want 
to move the last of our liquid stock.

So be in and grab a freebie – while stocks last

Liquid Kelp FREE

Silage Treat RB274 is a bacterial inoculant 
designed to maximise the quality of silage made 
from pasture and forage crops.
It contains two of the highest-performing strains 
of live lactic acid producing bacteria, which 
quickly lowers the silage pH level. This results 
in improved conservation of plant sugars, and 
reduced degradation of protein content.
That adds up to silage that is more nutritious, 
more palatable, and that can retain its quality 
for longer in storage, even in adverse climate 

conditions.
Each 50g sachet of Silage Treat RB274 soluble 
granules treats 50 tonnes of silage, and can be 
applied using either a conventional handgun spray 
setup, or proprietary silage inoculant spray units 
(check your contract with the equipment supplier 
to see if this is permitted).
Contains a minimum of one hundred billion (1 x 
1011) colony-forming units per gram, of the live 
bacterial strains Lactobacillus plantarum and 
Enterococcus faecium.

250g pack (contains 5 x 50g sachets) treats 250 tonnes of silage
$295 incl GST and delivery
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Adjuvants Explained
This article explains a bit about adjuvants. What they are?. Why 
they are used and how they are used, hopefully in a way that 
everyone can easily understand. Although adjuvants are used 
with insecticides these articles focus on adjuvants and their use 
with herbicides.
What is an adjuvant?
An adjuvant is a broad term that covers products added to a 
spray solution to enhance or modify the action of a herbicide.
Some herbicides are produced with the adjuvant as part of 
the formulation but in many cases the use of an adjuvant can 
improve the uptake of a herbicide and reduce costs.
Types of adjuvants
The broad categories of adjuvants include: 
• Surfactants such as Rainbow & Brown’s, Spraywetter, 

Superwetter and Airwet LF.
• Oils – mineral or vegetable oils such as Rainbow & Brown’s 

BioWet.
• Acidifiers and buffers.
• Fertiliser adjuvants.
• Other.
How do adjuvants work?
Adjuvants work at three levels in the application of herbicides
i. Modifying how chemical components or products interact in 
the spray tank
The two most common adjuvant products at this level are 
compatibility agents and drift retardants.
Compatibility agents are usually surfactants that allow relatively 
insoluble herbicides to disperse or be held in suspension when 
mixed with water.
Drift retardants – to reduce the amount of herbicide spray 
drift on application by reducing the amount of driftable fines. 
In many cases you are better off using an appropriate nozzle, 
operating the sprayer at a lower pressure to get the ideal 
droplet size and spraying when conditions are optimal.
ii. Modifying how a product interacts with the target surface
The most common way an adjuvant works is in modifying how 
the herbicide droplets interact with the surface of the target 
weed.
Droplets with high surface tension will be more likely to bounce 
off the weed whereas droplets with low surface tension will tend 
to spread on contact and stay on the weed.

It is a bit of a balancing act as if the surface tension is too low 
the droplets can “sheet” and slide off or even dry out preventing 
the herbicide being taken into the weed.
There is also a point where adding more surfactant does not 

decrease surface tension anymore so like herbicides you should 
only use at the recommended rates. More is not always better.
iii. Modifying how a product moves into the target pest
Herbicide uptake over the surface of a weeds leaf can be quite 
complex and often might involve a number of pathways. For 
example, with glyphosate (R&B’s Glyphosate 360 or Granny) 
some movement of the herbicide is through simple diffusion 
across the leaf cuticle.
With some plants, glyphosate might enter the plant through 
the stomata and this is aided by some surfactants that reduce 
the dynamic surface tension to a lower level. Some will even 
physically dissolve the waxy cuticle.
Certain crop oils will cause disruption to cell membranes 
therefore aiding in the weeds demise.
Adjuvants is a huge topic so for the rest of this article I will 
focus on Surfactants and Oils – we might cover the other 
adjuvants in a future article.
Surfactants
Surfactants are easily the largest group of the adjuvants. These 
act as spreading or wetting agents and their job is to reduce 
the surface tension of a herbicide droplet. Surfactants have 
two parts – a hydrophilic or “water loving” part attached to a 
lipophilic or “fat loving” part. 
The chemistry part starts to get beyond my pay grade but if 
anyone is interested there are some great publications we can 
point you at, but basically the hydrophilic-lipophilic balance of a 
surfactant will impact upon its properties.
There are many types of surfactant but the main classes of these 
are:
• Alcohol ethoxylates.
• Alkylamyl ethoxylates such as nonyl and octyl penols – products 

like Rainbow & Brown’s Spraywetter.
• Fatty amine ethoxylates.
• Organo-silicones – product like Pulse® and Rainbow & Brown’s 

Superwetter and Airwet LF.
• Mixtures – mixes of one of the above groups often with oils or 

latex.
Oils
Throughout history oils were used as standalone herbicides 
and pesticides in their own right but are now largely used as 
adjuvants. Their function is to:
• Reduce evaporation of droplets after spraying.
• Enhance penetration.
• Extend the life of some herbicides and insecticides.
There are several types of spray oils:
• Petroleum based oils with low, medium or high levels of 

emulsifier added. These are sometimes known as mineral oils 
or paraffin oils.

• Vegetable based oils.
o Vegetable oils – emulsified – this includes products like 

Codacide® or Rainbow & Brown’s BioWet.
o Vegetable oils – esterified and emulsified.

Herbicides vary dramatically in how they handle oil-based 
adjuvants. Things like Glyphosate (R&B’s Glyphosate 360 or 
Granny) which is highly water soluble can sometimes be less 
effective with a spray oil. By contrast herbicides like atrazine 
are low solubility and are usually enhanced with spray oils.

continued on Page 5.
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Summer Fly Special!
Fly-Ax™ and Shooaway Combo
Fly-Ax™ 400g pack plus 2 x Shooaway’s
normally $96 incl. GST
SPECIAL DEAL $80 incl. GST

February is possibly the last month you can ideally 
spray buttercups. Of course you can spray later than 
this but the ideal time to spray buttercups is spring and 
early summer through until late February.
So if you want to give your buttercups a thrashing we 
thought we would give you a hand with a couple of 
Buttercup control specials.
DECISION 
Normally $235.75 /500g – SPECIAL - $195/500g
Boom spray at around 50g/ha for Creeping buttercup 
and 65g/ha for Giant Buttercup. 
So that is only $19.50/ha to spray for Creeping 
buttercup and a heap of other weeds.
Plus Decision controls a number of other weeds that 

might be present as well including chickweed, cleavers, 
mallow, oxeye, sorrel, spurrey, stinking mayweed, 
willow weed and many other weeds.
Decision is pasture and clover friendly
RANGER 
Normally $74.75/100g– SPECIAL - $66.70/100g 
Boom spray at around 20g/ha. Great for Docks and 
Buttercups.
So that is only $13.34/ha to spray for Buttercups and/
or docks
Ranger is slower to act than Decision and can cause 
some slight reduction in pasture and clover vigour but 
is a really cost effective solution.

Fly-Ax™

Fly-Ax™ is an exceptional fly control product from 
innovative kiwi company Domhealth. 
What is it?
Fly-Ax™ is a granular bait that is highly attractive to many 
species of flies including house flies, blow flies, biting, nuisance 
and bot flies. Fly-Ax™ has a fly sex attractant plus other 
ingredients to attract flies, flies feeding on the bait are quickly 
killed either by ingestion or contact.
Approved for farm use
It’s approved by the NZFSA for use around food producing 
animals and premises including to within 20 metres of farm 
dairy buildings. That 20 metres limit is not a problem, because 
Fly-Ax™ is an attractant as well as a fly killer, so placed 20 
metres from the shed it will attract the flies away from the shed 
to the bait, where it kills them.
Prevention
Fly-Ax™ is a preventative product because it works on 
preventing fly populations from establishing. Keeping the fly 
population low at the start on the season and then keeping it 
under control throughout the season is the key to preventing 
fly populations from becoming infestations and reducing the 
likelihood of fly-related problems.
Safety & Directions
The product is a poison, so it has to be stored and used out of 
reach of children and farm animals.
Place Fly-Ax™ onto trays or suitable shallow containers (such 
as foil oven trays), spread evenly on container so as to allow as 
many flies to land as possible to come in contact with the bait, 
at the rate of 100gm Fly-ax per 40m2.

Shooaway™
For the pesky flies that get past the Fly-Ax to the house use 
the chemical free Shooaway to keep flies away from your 
food when eating outdoors

What is it?
Shooaway is a battery powered unit that sits on your table. The 
safe soft-touch blades have holograms embedded in the tips 
which spin around and refract light which the flies, with their 
4,000 lens eyes, see as movement so they stay away.

Chemical Free and safe
Shooaway is 100% chemical free and very safe to use in the 
house, on the BBQ or on your outdoor table.
Use 1 Shooaway for a 4-seater table to two for a 6-8 seater.
Sounds like a gimmick but tens of thousands of customers swear 
by them. Try it and you will be amazed.

Special ends 28th February 2018. No limit per customer.
To order contact Rachael at Rainbow & Brown on 0508 299 299

Buttercup Specials
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Adjuvants Explained Part 2
continued from page 3
Acidifiers and Buffers
Acidifiers include mixes of organic acids with surfactants 
and also inorganic acids such as sulphuric, hydrochloric and 
phosphoric acids. These are designed to acidify the mix and 
lower the pH.
Buffers or buffering agents are often based on acidic salts and 
sometimes include surfactants.
Some examples of how acidifiers and buffers provide value 
are the case of 2, 4-D herbicide, where Aston & Crafts in 1973 
discovered that the absorption and translocation of 2, 4-D was 
enhanced when applied at a pH below 6.
The effectiveness of glyphosate is also enhanced by acidifying 
and lowering the pH but this is more related to the formation of 
calcium compounds which precipitate in solution before forming 
calcium glyphosate when the droplets dry.
Fertiliser adjuvants
There are even a few fertilisers that have been investigated 
as adjuvants with various herbicides. Rates are usually 2% v/v 
(volume to volume) for liquid products and 1-2% w/v (weight to 
volume) for solid products.
For instance ammonium sulphate has been shown to enhance 
effectiveness of salt-based formulations. Herbicides like 2, 
4-D, MCPA (R&B’s MCPA 750), dichlorprop, picloram (contained 
in Rainbow & Browns Buckshot and GrassMate). Bentazone, 
mecoporp and imazethapyr. The most common use though is the 
use with glyphosate (R&B’s Glyphosate 360 or Granny)

Warning: do not use prilled ammonium sulphate with glyphosate 
as the prilling process uses aluminium which is antagonistic to 
glyphosate. Other fertiliser products that claim to be of benefit 
as adjuvants include urea and some liquid fertilisers that contain 
nitrogen in the ammonium form.
Others
Products like citric acid have been used to “condition” the water 
and remove the hard-water ions from the solution. 
Spray marker dyes are sometimes used to help the sprayer 
identify easily where they have sprayed. Red and Blue are 
the most common colours. Long lasting titanium dioxide spray 
markers and UV dyes have been used but mainly for research 
purposes.
In the insecticide area other adjuvants include biological agents 
and activators.

• The plough is often cited as being one of the most important inventions in the advancement 
of society and were invented in the Middle east around the time that agriculture began 
(about 10,000 B.C.). These first ploughs were called Ard’s and were made from the 
sharpened branches of trees.

• The first simple irrigation systems were built around 7,000 B.C. by the Mesopotamians but 
it was 3,000 years later that the first larger scale irrigation system was created in Southern 
Russia which had canals up to 3 meters wide and more than a kilometre long.

• Fertilisers first came on the scene much later in around 1000 .A.D.in the Middle East.

• In South America Guinea pigs are farmed much like we farm and raise chickens. In Peru 
alone more than 65 million Guinea Pigs are eaten every year.

• The number one fruit crop in the world is bananas and bananas are the 4th largest crop 
overall, coming in behind only wheat, rice and corn.

• The closest living relative to the dinosaur the T-Rex is the humble domestic chicken.

• Cows have a memory of about 3 years – really?? How would you test that?. Allegedly 
they can remember and understand their name but like my dog and the children won’t 
necessarily come when you call them

Did you know?
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What is BioWet
BioWet is a natural general-purpose wetting agent, penetrant 
and spraying oil for crop and field work. BioWet is an emulsified 
food grade rape seed oil that has been specially designed to help 
improve agrochemical uptake by reducing drift and improving 
wetting and spreading of product onto the target crop or weed. 
BioWet has been used successfully with many agrochemicals where an oil-based adjuvant is required to 
help uptake and improve efficacy. BioWet can be used in any situation where a mineral oil or vegetable 
oil is advised. Suitable for use as a spray adjuvant for a range of agriculture chemicals such as pesticides, 
herbicides, fungicides.

What are the Benefits?
• Uniform droplet size reduces small droplets that drift away from the target. This reduction of spray drift 

means you deliver more active ingredient to the target.
• Improves rainfastness.
• Reduced need for dye marker as the sprayed areas “glisten” with the oil so easier to see what has been 

sprayed.
• Reduced spray drift delivering Increased effectiveness and efficiency of agricultural chemical.
• Cost reduction - efficient use of pesticides enables better uptake and possible chemical savings.
• Better for the environment than using mineral oils
• Very safe to the crop when used in accordance with pesticide label.

How does it stack up against the competition?
Our product has been tested against the two market leading products in NZ and the results we very good.

Price
BioWet 5L – $49.90/5L including GST and delivery within NZ. 
Advertised website price as at 21st November 2018

Driftex1 - 5L - $64.87/5L including GST
Advertised on Farmlands website as at 21st November 2018

Codacide2 – 25L $255.00/25L including GST but delivery is additional. 
Advertised on Agripower’s TradeMe store as at 21st November 2018

 

See the performance and price and try it yourself!

What is it and is it any good?

BioWet

1Driftex is a registered trademark of SST New Zealand Limited.
2Codacide is a registered trademark of Microcide Ltd. – UK.
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Date of Manufacture:

BioWet

Distributed by Rainbow & Brown Ltd 
68A Tallyho Street, Rotorua 

Ph 0508 299 299 toll-free
Website: www.rainbowbrown.co.nz   Contents 5L

Batch Number:

Natural Wetter/Penetrant and Crop Oil  
for General Purpose and Crop Spraying
Contains emulsified food grade rapeseed oil.

Reduces spray drift, improves wetting and spreading of agricultural 
chemicals onto target crops and other target plants.
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by Bessie the Cow

Methane 
Madness
Hello, my name is Bessie and I’m a 500kg 
heifer that enjoys the occasional burp and fart. 
Who doesn’t? So, what’s the big deal about 
methane emissions and why, all of a sudden, 
it’s the talk of the town? Don’t they realise 
we’ve been farting and belching since Adam 
was a cowboy and no one has pulled us up in 
the past. Apparently, it’s climate change and 
we’re copping the blame for the weather doing 
crazy stuff. They reckon we generate more 
greenhouse gas emissions (measured in CO2 
equivalent) than cars. 

I remember about a year ago some guy in a 
white coat turned up and strapped a bag around 
Nettie’s butt and mouth. He kept coming back 
every few days and taking samples. One of the 
guys thought it must have been some form of 
contraceptive as Bully tried a few times and 
lost interest. Now I know they were measuring 
Nettie’s farts and burps. Don’t know why they 
chose Nettie because she’s far from normal. 

So how bad are we? Would you believe we emit 
between 284g to 427g of methane gas per cow 
per day and our sheepish mates’ range between 
9g – 35g per sheep per day. You humans emit 
about 6g per day (more on Friday night). The 
main problem is that Methane (CH4) is 20 times 
more effective as a heat trapping greenhouse 
gas than Carbon Dioxide (CO2) and there 
are between 1.3 to 1.5 billion cows grazing, 
sleeping and chewing their cud at any given 
time on planet earth. You do the maths….350g x 
1.5 billion. 

Is it what we eat that causes so much methane 
gas? Yep. I’ve got a lot to do with it. Along 
with sheep, goats, giraffes and deer, we cows 
belong to a class of mammals called ruminants. 
Most ruminants have four stomachs and store 
their food in the first chamber of the stomach, 
called the rumen, before regurgitating it. This 
regurgitated food is called “cud” and animals 
chew it again and again to help make it digest. 
Inside the rumen, over four hundred different 
kinds of microbes exist that play a critical 
role in the digestion process. Several of these 
microbes create methane gas as a by-product 
and its these few microbes that are the real 
problem. 

Recent studies have shown that feeding cows 
maize silage and seaweed helps lower the 
methane gas emissions. In fact one of my 
human friends from Rainbow & Brown told me 
that some recent Californian studies show that 
seaweed can reduce my methane production by 
up to 99%. That is so exciting especially since 
Seaweed is quite yummy whether in my water, 
feed or even when applied to the pasture. Some 
of the bosses mates even reckon that Seaweed 
helps prevent facial eczema but I couldn’t 
vouch for that as after all I am just a cow.
Have a great 2019 and try not to fart and burp 
any more than normal (or maybe try some 
Seaweed).
 



WEED FILE:

MADEIRA VINETOLL-FREE CALL
0508 299 299

MANUAL CONTROL
Pull out the roots and rake up any 
tubers.  All the refuse can be placed in 
rubbish sacks or wrapped in plastic or 
tarpaulins and left to cook in the sun.

HERBICIDE CONTROL
The ideal time to use chemical control 
methods is in the Spring and Autumn.

Cut stump

Cut the stems or stump and paint 
with Glyphosate 360 or Granny.  
Use Glyphosate 360 at100ml/litre or 
Granny at 45g/litre.  Alternates are 
MSF600 at 1g/litre or Triclo at 100ml/
litre.  MSF600 will take some time 
for the results to be visible due to its 
mode of action.

Spraying

With a large area to control try and 
carefully cut back any parts of the 
weed covering desirable plants 
and carefully spray any remaining 
growth with a mixture of either of the 
following;

• MSF600 at 3g, Glyphosate at 100ml 
(or Granny at 45g) and Superwetter 
at 20ml in 10 litres of water.

• Cobber at 60ml + Superwetter at 
20ml in 10 litres of water.

• Triclo at 60ml + Superwetter at 
20ml in 10 litres of water.

Note: Cobber requires an Approved 
Handler certifi cate (or equivalent 
under the new legislation) to even 
purchase the product and should not 
be used in home garden.  Clippings 
cannot be composted.

Triclo and Cobber are the best 
solution for ground level tubers.

SUBSCRIBE to our Weed File Library at our website (just click the 
‘Subscribe’ button and fi ll out a simple form). Each time we publish a 

new one or update an existing one, we’ll automatically email it to you 
as a printable one page full-colour PDF. You can also subscribe for a 

friend you think may be interested in receiving our Weed Files..

www.rainbowbrown.co.nz

Madeira Vine – Anredera cordifolia
DESCRIPTION
Also known as Mignonette vine, Madeira 
vine is a perennial vine with twisting 
hairless creepers. It is an active climber 
and will quickly spread.
It has bright green, heart shaped 
alternate leaves with characteristic 
small ginger-like tubers which will hang 
from older stems. Small, creamy white, 
fragrant fl owers will show on the spikes 
usually from January to April.
Infestations of Madeira vine are often 
dense and will smother native plants. 
This long-lived weed will dominate at 
medium to high canopy levels and the 
weight of the tubers has been known to 
topple small trees.
Spread is through the tubers and even 
when removing manually do a follow up 
check to make sure there are no tubers 
fragments left in trees.
DISTRIBUTION
Originally from South America the 
Madeira vine is a serious weed in 
NZ and is listed in the National Pest 
Plant Accord. Most councils consider 
it a Biosecurity risk and for instance 
Auckland council will remove it at their 
cost if found in a Total Control area.
Generally found in a number of North 
Island locations it is also an inhabitant 
of the Port Hills in Christchurch and the 
Kermadec Islands.
HABITAT
Madeira Vine is usually found in 
gardens, hedges, scrubland, waste land, 
forest margins and coastal gullies and 
has a tolerance for salt water. This salt 
water tolerance means that the tubers 
can even be spread by the sea. It prefers 
warm, moist climates and fertile soils.

OCTOBER 2018
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GRANNY 800g/kg GLYPHOSATE AS THE MONOAMMONIUM SALT ACVM No 7499

Non-selective herbicide for spraying out pasture, and 
general weed control.

2.25kg ..................................$55.00
4.5kg ....................................$78.20
9kg .....................................$120.75

GLYPHOSATE 360 360g/L GLYPHOSATE AS THE ISOPROPYLAMINE SALT ACVM No P5441

Non-selective herbicide for spraying out pasture, and 
general weed control.

5L..........................................$49.45
10L........................................$82.80
20L......................................$124.20
200L..................................$1046.50

MSF600 Gorse & Brush Spray 600g/kg METSULFURON-METHYL ACVM No P7027

For control of gorse and other scrub weeds in pasture, 
waste areas and forestry.

200g .....................................$31.05
500g .....................................$46.00
1kg .......................................$78.20
10kg ctn (5 x 2kg bags) .........$552.00
30kg+ ..................... Call for quote

GRASSMATE 300g/L TRICLOPYR AS THE BUTOXYETHYL ESTER plus 100g/L PICLORAM AS THE AMINE SALT in the form of an emulsifiable conc. ACVM No P7417

For control of brushweeds, broadleaf and erect weeds 
in pasture.

2L..........................................$80.00
5L........................................$165.00
10L......................................$297.00
20L......................................$495.00
100L..................................$2375.00

COBBER 300g/L CLOPYRALID as the amine salt.  ACVM No P7790

For control of hard-to-kill and multi-crown thistles in 
pasture.
(Certified Handler certificate required)

2L........................................$149.50
5L........................................$276.00
10L......................................$529.00
20L......................................$977.50

GIBBER 900 900g/kg GIBBERELLIC ACID ACVM No P8002

Growth promoter to boost pasture production in cool 
weather feed shortage conditions.

45g .......................................$42.55
270g ...................................$198.95

BUCKSHOT 20g/kg PICLORAM GRANULES ACVM No 7717

For direct spot application dry granule treatment of 
broadleaf, erect and brush weeds.

5kg .......................................$82.80
10kg ...................................$149.50
20kg ...................................$241.50

DECISION 800g/kg FLUMETSULAM IN A WATER DISPERSIBLE GRANULE ACVM No P8368

Control broadleaf weeds in new and established 
pasture, lucerne, chicory, clover and maize.

200g ...................................$110.40
500g ...................................$235.75

For full details on Rainbow & Brown products, including labels,  
directions for use, and safety literature, go to www.rainbowbrown.co.nz



CALL TOLL-FREE ON (0508) 299 299. Prices include GST. Free delivery for orders over $115 incl GST.

GA200 200g/L GLUFOSINATE-AMMONIUM IN THE FORM OF A SOLUBLE CONCENTRATE ACVM No P9422

Controls grasses, weeds and clovers, especially in 
orchards and vineyards.

5L........................................$120.75
10L......................................$224.25
20L......................................$368.00

RANGER 750g/kg THIFENSULFURON-METHYL GRANULES ACVM No 7668

For control of docks and buttercups in pasture and 
cereal crops.

100g .....................................$74.75
1kg .....................................$684.25

TRICLO 600g/L TRICLOPYR AS THE BUTOXYETHYL ESTER ACVM No P7189

For control of brushweeds, broadleaf and erect weeds 
in pasture.

2L..........................................$82.00
5L........................................$165.00
10L......................................$295.00
20L......................................$485.00

AIRWET LF 100% ORGANOSILICONE WETTER-PENETRANT

Low foam formulation optimised for aerial spraying 5L........................................$148.35
20L......................................$563.50
200L........................ Call for quote
1000L...................... Call for quote

SUPERWETTER 100% ORGANOSILICONE WETTER-PENETRANT

Boost spray performance on woody & hard-to-kill 
species

2L..........................................$72.45
5L........................................$161.00
20L......................................$588.80

SPRAYWETTER 100% NON-IONIC SURFACTANT WETTER-PENETRANT

Maximises herbicide performance in all situations 5L..........................................$72.45
10L......................................$120.75
20L......................................$224.25

CREDENCE 1000
Stabilised chlorine in a soluble tablet, for water 
treatment and farm equipment cleaning and sanitizing

Starter pack – 5 tabs .............$13
Tub of 60 tabs ........................$110

SHOOAWAY
Chemical-free fly repellent device that really works, 
indoors or out.

$29.95 each if ordered 
separately
$24.95 each if ordered with 
other R&B products

SEAWEED TREAT EXTRACT FLAKE

Date of Manufacture:

Extract Flake

Distributed by Rainbow & Brown Ltd 
68A Tallyho Street, Rotorua 

Ph 0508 299 299 toll-free
Website: www.rainbowbrown.co.nz   Contents 2kg

DIRECTIONS FOR USE
This product is fully water-soluble and is easy to spray using all common spray equipment types.
Apply 3-4 times per year to maintain optimum soil microbial activity.
Boom or Rosette
300-500g of Seaweed Treat Extract Flake per hectare in 100-200 litres of water.
Hand Gun (for smaller areas)
5-10g per 100 square metres in about 5 litres of water
This product is non-hazardous. Store in a cool dry place, in an airtight container.

Conditions of Sale
This product is warranted by Rainbow & Brown Limited to conform to the description and content specified on 
the label, and to be fit for the purposes stated in the directions if used in accordance with the directions. The user 
bears all risks of damage or failure resulting from factors beyond the control of Rainbow & Brown. Rainbow & 
Brown declines all liability for any damages resulting from the improper use of this product.

A natural bio-activator to stimulate optimum microbial 
activity in the soil, which helps break down organic 
matter and make it more readily available to plants.

Suitable for pasture, crops and horticulture.

Contains concentrated extract of the seaweed species 
Ascophyllum nodosum in the form of a water-soluble flake.

Water-soluble concentrated extract made from the 
species Ascophyllum nodosum grown in the North 
Atlantic ocean. Spray pasture and crops to boost 
growth.

6kg (ctn of 3 x 2kg bags) 
.................................................$140

For full details on Rainbow & Brown products, including labels,  
directions for use, and safety literature, go to www.rainbowbrown.co.nz



CALL TOLL-FREE ON (0508) 299 299. Prices include GST. Free delivery for orders over $115 incl GST.

SEAWEED TREAT LIQUID KELP

Date of Manufacture:

Liquid Kelp
A natural and concentrated biostimulant that provides 
several benefits in biological, sustainable agriculture.

• Frost protection • Root stimulation
• Improved flowering and fruit set • Stress resistance

Suitable for pasture, crops and horticulture, for application via both soil and foliage.

Distributed by Rainbow & Brown Ltd 
68A Tallyho Street, Rotorua 

Ph 0508 299 299 toll-free
Website: www.rainbowbrown.co.nz   Contents 5L

Concentrated liquid kelp for spraying on pasture, 
crops and horticulture to boost growth naturally

5L..........................................$63.25
20L......................................$195.50

SILAGE TREAT INOCULANT

RB274
A bacterial inoculant to maximise the quality of 

silage made from pasture and forage crops.

Contains a minimum of 1x1011 cfu/gm of the live bacterial strains
Lactobacillus plantarum and Enterococcus faecium.

DIRECTIONS FOR USE
PreMix
Each 50g sachet treats 50 tonnes of silage. 
Pour the contents of sachet into a clean 
plastic 1–2L bottle. Fill to ½ level with clean 
water, cap and shake vigorously. Add more 
water to full level, cap and shake again to 
ensure product is completely dissolved.

Application by proprietary silage inoculant 
applicator system
Pour contents of premix bottle into applicator 
container and proceed as per the applicator 
system instructions for use.

Application by Handgun spray unit
Pour contents of premix bottle to spray tank 
and uniformly apply at least 500ml of spray 

solution per tonne of silage. Do not keep 
tank mix beyond day of mixing. Use spray 
pressures below 200kPa.

This product is non-hazardous. Store in a cool 
dry place, in an airtight container.

Conditions of Sale
This product is warranted by Rainbow & Brown 
Limited to conform to the description and content 
specified on the label, and to be fit for the purposes 
stated in the directions if used in accordance with 
the directions. The user bears all risks of damage 
or failure resulting from factors beyond the control 
of Rainbow & Brown. Rainbow & Brown declines 
all liability for any damages resulting from the 
improper use of this product.

Date of Manufacture: Distributed by Rainbow & Brown Ltd 
68A Tallyho Street, Rotorua 

Ph 0508 299 299 toll-free
Website: www.rainbowbrown.co.nz   

Contents 50g

Concentrated live bacterial inoculant to maximize 
silage quality

250g pack (treats 250 tonnes of 

silage)  .................................$295.00

BIO TREAT N
Source of nitrogen-producing Azotobacter bacteria 
for natural nitrogen production in soil.
Apply per hectare: 100ml BioTreat N + 1L BioTreat 
Digester + 20L BioTreat Humate

200ml ...................................$36.90
500ml ...................................$74.75
1Lt ......................................$126.50

BIO TREAT DIGESTER
Pseudomonas bacteria to remove pathogens & digest 
organic soil litter. Enables Bio Treat N bacteria to 
colonise.
Apply per hectare: 100ml BioTreat N + 1L BioTreat 
Digester + 20L BioTreat Humate

1Lt ........................................$20.70
5Lt ........................................$74.75
20Lt ....................................$276.00

BIO TREAT HUMATE
Comprises humic and fulvic acids plus carbon-rich 
ancient organic matter from which these powerful 
natural acids are derived.
Apply per hectare: 100ml BioTreat N + 1L BioTreat 
Digester + 20L BioTreat Humate

20Lt ......................................$92.00

FLY-AX
Granular bait that is highly attractive to many species 
of flies including house flies, blow flies, biting, 
nuisance and bot flies. Flies feeding on the bait are 
quickly killed either by ingestion or contact.

400g ..........................................$46

For full details on Rainbow & Brown products, including labels,  
directions for use, and safety literature, go to www.rainbowbrown.co.nz
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• Rainbow & Brown
Rainbow & Brown Ltd is a privately-owned NZ company. 
Our factory and office is in Rotorua. We’re now in our 
19th year of operation, and have been growing strongly 
every year. We have customers all over New Zealand, 
including farmers, horticulturalists, spray contractors, 
nurseries, commercial and private gardeners, and many 
other businesses. Our products are sold direct, which is 
why our prices are so attractive … it is effectively the 
“wholesale” price, direct from the manufacturer.

• People
The directors of Rainbow & Brown have been involved in 
the NZ agricultural chemicals business for over 20 years. 
They’re actively involved in the day-to-day running and 
building of the business. If you phone us, your most likely 
contact will be Rachael, our office manager (and the real 
heart of the company!). If you call in to see us, you’ll also 
meet Clinton, the factory manager. 

• Ordering
You can order anytime by phone, online at 
rainbowbrown.co.nz, or by fax, e-mail or by letter. If 
you call on the freephone number, you may at times get 
an answering machine. That means we’re already on 
the phone, or doing something else. Or it may be after 
office hours (see below). Please just leave your name 
and number, and we’ll soon call you back. Or if we’ve 
already got all your details, just leave your order (with 
your name and phone number) on the machine.

• Delivery
We send your order within 24 hours. Delivery will usually 
take between 1 and 4 days. If it hasn’t arrived after that 
time, call us immediately so we can track it down for you. 
Delivery of orders of 60 litres or less will normally be to 
your door, including rural delivery addresses. However, 
delivery of larger orders may be to the nearby freight depot 
or drop-off point we will arrange with you when you place 
your order. 

• Factory & Office Hours
If you want to collect your order from our Rotorua factory, 
you’re welcome. It’s at 68A Tallyho Street. Open hours are 
8.30 to 4.30, Monday to Friday.

• Payment
We’ll send your invoice with the product, or email it if 
you prefer. Payment is due on 20th following month, 
and you can send a cheque or use direct payment to 
a/c No: 123155-0066374-00. The bank account number is 
also on both your invoice and your statement. We send 
statements out in the first week of each month. 

• Referral Rewards
Word-of-mouth is the best advertising, so if you 
recommend us to someone who then becomes a new 
Rainbow & Brown customer and mentions your name, 
we’ll thank you with a $10 discount off each different 
product in your next order. So if you order four different 
items, you now get a $40 discount (previously $10).
SMALL PRINT: The discount doesn’t apply to products on special.

• Website
Check out our website for full details and labels of all 
our products, plus Safety Data Sheets, and a small 
library of useful reference articles. You can also 
download from the free Weed Files library. 
It’s at www.rainbowbrown.co.nz

• Approved Handler Certificates  
   (EPA)
You do NOT need an Approved Handler certificate to 
purchase any current Rainbow & Brown product except 
for Cobber herbicide. To apply MSF600, GrassMate, 
MCPA, Ranger or Triclo in a “wide dispersive manner” 
(i.e. by boom spray), or apply it commercially (i.e. you’re 
a contractor), or over water (i.e. you’re a dickhead), you 
DO need an Approved Handler certificate to apply it, but 
you DO NOT need a certificate to buy it. You need an 
Approved Handler certificate to buy Cobber herbicide or 
to apply it in any circumstances.


